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occupied all their lifetime in direct priestly exertion, for which,   CHAP,
in all probability, it was less adapted and in which it would have       ^
been comparatively less effectual ?

"Yet if the labours of men like these, who spread the very
foundations of human knowledge to twice their compass, may
be considered as tending to the great end of salvation, can the
same be said of those who follow their footsteps with the average
intellect of humanity ?

" Is an individual, then, who has the power of choice, in
any degree to yield to his predilections in so important a matter?
I myself have little pleasure in the idea of entering the Church,
and have been attached to the pursuits of art and science, not
by a flying fancy, but as long as I can remember, with settled
and steady desire. How far am I justified in following them up ? "

What answer was sent by Canon Dale to assist his pupil in
resolving the doubt between these conflicting calls, I do
not know; but Ruskin's own answer to it is written large
in his life and work. He made the critic's chair a pulpit.

Meanwhile there was one duty of the moment to be dis-
charged, whichever path was afterwards to be chosen. He ,
had still to take his degree at Oxford; in the autumn he
settled quietly at home, and Osborne Gordon came to read
with him. The lessons from Harding which went on con-
currently had an important influence. On the technical
side, Ruskin learnt much from his drawing-master's know-
ledge and faithful study of tree form; their discussions must
have helped the pupil also towards making his final choice,
and Harding's influence may be traced in some of Ruskin's
critical views. For Harding was a man of deeply religious
temperament, and he was also a violent hater of the old
Dutch school of "bituminous landscape and tavern scenes.
Harding's authority may well have lent some emphasis to
the terms in which, a year later, Ruskin was to inveigh
againstf< the various Van somethings and Back somethings,
more especially and malignantly those who have libelled the
sea." The interruption in his academical studies caused
Ruskin to give up the idea of reading for " Honours "; and
even so, he was not sure of passing. "I can't write Latin," he          not                    uf il be
